
Yes, it’s the M-LETTER! 

HalloweeM 42 - October 26 – 29, 2017 

  
On behalf of our entire HalloweeM team, we'd like to say we're thrilled you’ve 
elected to join us for HalloweeM 42:  WeeM, The Universe, and Everything! 
Please feel free to share this information with others who will be attending the 
gathering with you, particularly if they are not subscribed to this email list.  
 
Download a PDF copy of this document from our website.  Changes or last-minute 
updates, including the Programs At A Glance (PAAG), will be posted at our 
website:  chicago.us.mensa.org/weem 

 
This email is quite long and covers a large variety of topics:  More 
information is available on our website (linked above) or you can ask questions by 
contacting the weem-chair@chicago.us.mensa.org. 
 
DON’T PANIC  
 . . . but volunteers are still needed!  Volunteers have more fun and are 
inexplicably more attractive! Some might even say out of this world attractive!! 
(And, no RG can get off the ground without them.)  To meet lots of new friends, 
consider volunteering for a 2-hour shift in Hospitality, Registration, Set-up, or 
Clean-up.  All volunteers earn a collectible HalloweeM pin and this year, 
volunteers working more than 4 hours will also get a collectible towel with the 
words “Don’t Panic” written in large friendly letters across its front.  Towel 
supplies are limited, so be sure to sign for a shift in advance to ensure you get 
one. Volunteers will also be entered into our volunteer raffle.  Raffle winners will 
be announced at the awards ceremony on Sunday morning.   Want a better 
chance to win?  You get double entries for signing up for a shift prior to 
Wednesday, October 25th! You also get double entries for the “red eye” shifts 
between 11 pm and 7 am.  You can sign up to volunteer in advance by filling 
out the volunteer form on our website. 
  
Hotel Information  
ROOM BLOCK EXTENDED: If you’ve not booked a room yet, you can still reserve a 
room through October 19th at the WeeM rate of $127/night.  Use the hotel web 
page to book.  
 

http://chicago.us.mensa.org/weem/2017/M-Letter.pdf
http://chicago.us.mensa.org/weem/2017/PAAG.pdf
http://chicago.us.mensa.org/weem/index.php
mailto:weem-chair@chicago.us.mensa.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0445a5aa29a4f58-halloweem2
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1706308410&key=A680BF1


Our hotel is the Westin North Shore in Wheeling, IL. The address is 601 N. 
Milwaukee Avenue in Wheeling (60090) and the hotel is at the southeast corner 
of Milwaukee Avenue and Lake Cook Road, north of Dundee.  We have directions 
for all common modes of transportation posted on the Directions page of our 
website.   
 
The hotel is 100% NON-SMOKING.  There will be areas designated outside for 
smoking, but please be aware that hotel policy and local law do not allow smoking 
in any public areas or guest rooms.  The hotel has free self parking in the adjacent 
lot; complimentary valet parking is available for guests with accessibility 
challenges (appropriate permits may be required). There is an indoor pool, hot 
tub, and fitness center available for hotel guests.  Complimentary wi-fi internet is 
available in the lobby, and paid internet access is available in guest rooms. For 
more information please visit the Lodging page on our website. You can also 
contact our Hotel Liaison with any questions: WeeM Hotel Liaison. 
 
A Few Policies to Note 
Please note that due to concerns from the hotel staff, only authorized volunteers 
will be allowed in the service corridors and hotel kitchen.  People who are in this 
area without permission risk having their badges revoked and being asked to 
leave the event. 
 
Additionally, in keeping with Chicago Area Mensa’s pet policy, no non-human 
animals are allowed in any event space (hospitality or speaker/meeting rooms) 
unless they are registered service animals.  It is the obligation of the owner to 
provide proof of registration.  Pets are still allowed in guest rooms.  It is 
recommended that you check the hotel’s pet policy for additional information. 
 
You must have your registration badge visible while in any event space.  If you see 
someone without a badge, please notify a member of the WeeM Team.  You can 
recognize them by their lavender badges and event staff ribbons. 
 
Those under 21 will be issued yellow badges.  In keeping with Illinois law, they will 
not be allowed to consume alcohol.  Anyone caught breaking this rule will be have 
their badges revoked and be asked to leave immediately. 
 
HalloweeM will be a friendly and safe environment for our attendees. 
Unwelcome physical contact and other forms of harassment will not be tolerated. 

http://chicago.us.mensa.org/weem/directions.php
mailto:WeeM-HotelLiaison@chicago.us.mensa.org?subject=HalloweeM%20Room%20Rate%20Issue
http://www.westinnorthshore.com/pet-friendly


If you have concerns or need to report misconduct, find someone with a lavender 
badge, or, if you need immediate and direct intervention for your personal safety, 
got to the hotel lobby and request assistance from security at the front desk.  
 
Room and Ride Sharing 
If you’re looking for a roommate or to share a ride from the airport, please fill out 
the Room and Ride Sharing form and our Room and Ride matchmaker will help 
you coordinate with someone, if possible. 
 
On-Site Registration Desk 
We will have the registration desk open starting at 3 pm on Thursday, so you can 
pick up your badge. Registration will be open Friday from 3 pm to 8 pm and on 
Saturday from 8 am to 5 pm.  If you arrive at a time that registration is closed, 
check the desk for posted instructions. If you need to add a day to your 
registration, you can do that at registration as well. Please note that registration 
will only accept cash or checks.  We are not able to accept credit cards.  

NOTICE: Please be prepared to show ID. 

If you registered ahead of time but did not pay by October 12, you will have to 
register and pay the on-site registration amount. Those prices are: 

Adults (age 21 or older on 
10/26/2017) 

Ages 9-20 (on 10/26/2017) 

Full 
Registration 

Single Day 
Passes 

 
 

Full 
Registration 

Single Day 
Passes 

 
 

$100 Thursday $20 $80 Thursday $10 
Friday or 
Saturday 

$50 
 

Friday or 
Saturday 

$30 
 

Sunday $10 Sunday $10 

Non-members (ages 9+): Add $10 per non-member 
Ages 8 and under: Free with registered adult (Kids’ Room babysitting fee of 
$15 per day per child) 
Meals (except Saturday dinner) are included. T-shirts and other logoed 
merchandise can be purchased through our Café Press site. 
 
 
 

http://chicago.us.mensa.org/weem/roomsrides.php
http://www.cafepress.com/weem2017


Programs, Games, and Tournaments 
We have so much for you to do that your biggest challenge will be when to 
sleep! Programs start at 5:30 pm on Thursday and continue through Sunday 
afternoon. This year, kid-, teen- and tween- friendly programs will be designated 
with a + or a ++ on the PAAG.  Our Games Room will be open by 4 pm on Thursday 
and will remain open 24 hours a day for the rest of the weekend.  You can check 
our list of board games on BoardGameGeek so you know what to expect and 
what to bring. 
 
We have several tournaments planned this year, with individuals interested in a 
particular game stepping in to run the tournament.  This means two things for 
you.  First, have fun!  And, make sure to be a good guest.  That means cleaning up 
when you’re done and helping out if you see a need.  Second, a simple request – if 
you have copies of SEVEN WONDERS, please bring them! We have a tournament 
planned but need a few extra copies of the games. 
  
Excursions 
This year we’re offering two great excursions to Patterson Glass and North Shore 
Distillery.  If you signed up, you should have received your confirmation email.  If 
you did not receive it, please contact the Excursions Chair.  
 
Hospitality 
Chicago Area Mensa provides snacks in the Chicago way: early and often!  The 
terrific 24-hour hospitality you’ve come to enjoy will be available once again, 
along with some change-ups in the menu this year.  Our menu is posted in 
the Meals/Hospitality section of the website, but please be forgiving of any last 
minute substitutions and changes as our headcount becomes finalized. 
Ingredient lists will be available at each meal.  

Our snack table will be available after 3:30 pm Thursday and our catered dinner 
will be served from 7 - 8:30 pm that evening.  Please note some slight 
adjustments to our meal times – all three breakfasts now run from 8 am - 
9:30 am, both Friday and Saturday lunches are now noon - 1:15 pm, and Friday 
night’s dinner will be 6 pm - 7:30 pm. 

 
Kids’ Room (Babysitting) 
For kids 8 and under, we will again have our Kids' Track in a designated room, 
with activities and plenty of opportunity for supervised play all weekend long.  To 

http://chicago.us.mensa.org/weem/program.php
http://chicago.us.mensa.org/weem/2017/PAAG.pdf
http://chicago.us.mensa.org/weem/games.php
http://www.boardgamegeek.com/collection/user/ChicagoMensa?own=1
mailto:WeeM-Excursions@chicago.us.mensa.org
http://chicago.us.mensa.org/weem/meals.php


help cover the cost of the babysitters, parents who did not pre-register their child 
for the kids’ room will be charged $15 per day per child. If you didn’t pre-register 
your child, you can also find the details in the Kids, Tweens, & Teens section of 
our website. The Kids’ Room will open Friday evening after the kids’ parade and 
close at 11:30 pm.  It will be open from 9 am - 11:30 pm Saturday and 9 am - 
1:30 pm Sunday.  We will close the room for an hour during meals on Saturday – 
noon - 1 pm and 6 - 7 pm. 
 
We will also hold our popular, kids-only costume parade at an earlier time of 
6:30 pm Friday, just before the adult competition. Bring your kids directly to the 
parade in costume.  Our babysitters will walk all registered kids back to the Kids’ 
Room following the parade. Please note, you don’t have to participate in the Kids’ 
Track program to join the parade. 
 
Little ones are welcome in the Kids Room if they are able to play with a group of 
older children.  While there will be two responsible adults with the children at all 
times, this is a popular program that draws a lot of kids and features plenty of 
"3 and up" sized toys. If your children are not potty trained, parents are 
responsible for diaper changes.  Snacks will be provided in the Kids Room at 
intervals throughout the weekend, but you should pick up your kids and visit 
hospitality when the Kids Room is closed for meal breaks or whenever you are 
hungry. 
On Friday and Saturday evenings, we will be dimming the lights and showing 
movies to help the kids wind down.  Kids can bring a pillow or favorite stuffed 
animal to cuddle with during movie time.  Please label everything clearly with 
your child’s name to avoid confusion. 
 
IMPORTANT: For the children's safety, a responsible adult must sign each child in 
and out of the kids room *every time* the child leaves or rejoins the program. 
 Parents must remain in the hotel at all times when their children are participating 
in Kids Track activities.  If any child proves to be uncontrollable or dangerous, 
their parents will be asked to remove that child from the room and they will not 
be allowed to participate further.   
 
If you have any questions about the kids' room, either before or during WeeM, 
please call Shannon at 630-303-3506. 
  
 

http://chicago.us.mensa.org/weem/kids.php
http://chicago.us.mensa.org/weem/kids.php


 
Older Kids at WeeM 

Participants under 18 years of age who are old enough to be unsupervised must 
have their parents sign a release form at registration and provide contact 
information where a responsible adult can be reached *at the hotel* throughout 
the weekend.   
 
We will NOT have a designated “Tween” area in Hospitality this year, as kids of all 
ages are encouraged to explore all the programs and experiences WeeM has to 
offer (with the exception of a few obviously adult-oriented events, like 
Pretentious Drinking).  This year will feature a bigger, better, and alien/space 
themed version of Epicurean Experience.   
  
Vendors and Shopping 
We’ll have a Vendor area set up directly outside of Hospitality.  Please support 
our vendors!   You can also order HalloweeM logo items, including our 
customizable official t-shirt, at our CafePress store. Make sure to check shipping 
times to ensure you get your items by HalloweeM! 
  
Book Sale 

Our Book Sale will also be open around the clock once again.  We will be 
accepting donations of books of any genre, including paperback, hardcover, and 
books on tape; cassettes and CDs; and movies and DVDs. We do not 
accept magazines, vinyl (records), outdated textbooks, or “white elephant” items. 
You may bring your donation directly to the Book Sale area (next to Hospitality) at 
any time on Thursday or Friday.  All profits from the book sale will go to a charity 
chosen by the CAM board.  Any materials that are not purchased by the end of 
the gathering will be donated to local libraries, schools, and/or charities. Thank 
you for your donation! 
  
What to pack 
Chicago in October can vary from the 30s to the 80s Fahrenheit, or about 0º to 
25º Celsius. We suggest you dress in layers as the temperature in the different 
rooms can vary.  RG wear is dressy to casual -- wear what you want!  Bring a 
costume for Friday night, and don't forget to pack your fancy outfit for 
Pretentious Drinking and the dance on Saturday night if you’d like! Also, bring 
your swimsuit or exercise clothes if you’re staying at the hotel and plan to use 
their pool or fitness center. 

http://chicago.us.mensa.org/weem/shopping.php
http://www.cafepress.com/weem2017
http://chicago.us.mensa.org/weem/shopping.php


 
The hotel is very dry.  While we have water stations set up around hospitality and 
the speaker rooms, you might want to consider bringing your own reusable water 
bottle. During the day, there’s often an informal stitching session going on in 
hospitality, so bring your needlework, knitting, or other portable crafts. For 
everything else, bring your curiosity. 
 
For the Kids Room, bring something cuddly for movie time that is clearly labeled 
with your name. 
  
Proctored Test 
Do you have friends, co-workers, or anyone else who you just know would qualify 
for membership? Bring them along to HalloweeM and suggest they sit for the 
Mensa test! It will be held Sunday, October 29th at 2 pm. The cost for the 2-hour 
test is $30, and is for individuals aged 14 or older.  This pricing is at a special rate, 
as the test normally costs $60.  (Candidates under 18 must bring our parent/legal 
guardian permission form; contact the coordinator right away for details.) 
Walk-ins are welcome if space is available but your friend(s) can guarantee a seat 
by contacting our testing coordinator at  testing@chicago.us.mensa.org.  
 
Hotel Shuttle 
The hotel provides a courtesy shuttle service to any destination within a five-mile 
radius of the hotel, which includes the Metra stations. Simply arrange your 
transport with the front desk before leaving (and call the hotel from your 
destination for a pickup). Please note, pickup times may vary depending on hotel 
shuttle availability. Also, it is politely asked that a $2 tip per person per trip be 
shared with the driver. If you require transportation assistance, please feel free to 
contact the Westin at 1-847-777-6500 or dial 0 from any hotel phone. 
  
Other questions? 
Contact the weem-chair@chicago.us.mensa.org with questions.  See you soon! 
 
 

mailto:testing@chicago.us.mensa.org
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